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Words from Our President
John Lawrence, P.E.

Reciprocity

Sometimes, an Professional Engineer is faced with hav-
ing to work on a project that is located outside the
state in which they are licensed. It can be a difficult
process to obtain the necessary legal credentials to be
able to perform as a licensed engineer outside of your
license jurisdiction. | am undergoing this process for
the fifth time since earning my license in Louisiana. The
process is “Reciprocity” and requires documentation
similar to the proof required of your application to
take the PE exam, including references, verification
of experience, etc.
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John Lawrence, P.E.
President NOLES 2007—2009

This process should be easier. NCEES (National Council of Examiners for En-
gineering and Surveying) has a fee based program in which they maintain a re-
cord for you and will submit it to any jurisdiction you request. However, not
all states accept the record maintained by NCEES.

The process should be much simpler. For example:

e Submit an application to licensed jurisdictions granting permission to re-
lease information regarding your status as a licensed engineer-.

e After receiving information from the other boards showing that the licen-
see has no disciplinary actions, the new issuing authority would grant the
license. This eliminates the necessity to coordinate with a third party the
transference of paperwork between the organizations, and speeds the
process.

Get involved by writing a letter to LAPELS asking them to streamline the proc-
ess to obtain a license by comity easier. Send copies or additional originals of
that letter to all jurisdictions in which you are licensed.

| wish to thank our New Orleans Chapter board members both elected and
appointed. They work hard to make things happen for the chapter. | cannot

do it alone and | thank them for their time and support.

Be A Volunteer!! We Need You.

John Lawrence, PE

November 16, 2007
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Corporate Sponsors,
The Scholarship Fund
Needs YOU!

e We qualify for Tax De-
duction status when
you make a donation

to our Scholarship
Fund. Your Corporate
Donation to the
Scholarship Fund can
make a big difference
to an advanced
engineering student.

Contact Bodin Hugger,
Secretary.

bhugger@cox.net

50/50 Raffle is a great way to
donate to the scholarship
fund at the meeting! Tickets

are $1 each or 7 for $5.




http://www.no-les.org Page?

Join Us for Dinner at The Plimsoll Club, 2 Canal Street, New Orleans, LA 70130

Reservations must be
made by noon Monday

December 3, 2007

Call Pam at
Mahl & Associates

504 733-8050 or

E-mail reservations to
pjwilliams@mahlengr.com

After the deadline
accommodations cannot

be guaranteed.

| PDH

Friday December 7,2007

The Plimsoll Club, 2 Canal Street, New Orleans, LA 70130
7:00pm 7:45pm Dinner & Salads
9:00pm 10:00pm Adjourn

Social
Speaker

Dinner includes House Salad and your choice of: Braised Boneless
Breast of Chicken, or Roasted Pork Maderia.
Dessert is Bourbon Pecan Pie.

$45 per person with reservations, $50 at the Door

Congratulations to
our speaker, Angela
Desoto Duncan, PE,
for winning our 50/50
raffle. Many thanks
for donating back to
the scholarship fund!

Next Meeting:

Dec 7, meeting

The Plimsoll Club, a
member / guest event.

Art Johnson presents
"Rethinking BioFuels"

2008 Schedule
Jan 16 North Shore

Feb 20 UNO

Feb 23 MATHCOUNTS
Mar 19 Do
Apr 16 Ca

The LAPELS Board has two board members whose terms will expire on

March |, 2008 and they are Kerry Hawkins, P.E. who is in industry and Joseph
Wink, P.E. who is in private practice. It is the duty of LES to find the replace-
ments for these two fine individuals who have stepped up and volunteered to
serve our profession.

The basic requirements are:

1. Must be a citizen of United States and resident of Louisiana.
2. Must have been engaged in the practice of engineering for 12 years as a

professional engineer.

3. Must be registered in Louisiana as a professional engineer.
4. Must have an established reputation for prominence and be well respected
in their area of practice.

The appointed term is for six years.

If you know of anyone who is qualified and interested please have them contact
me. LES needs to have the completed questionnaire and resume no later than

December 31, 2007.

John C. Lawrence, P.E.

Arthur H. Johnson - Our Featured Speaker

Art Johnson is Vice President of Technology and Marketing for Gulf States Bio-
Fuels. He is a geologist and energy specialist with over 30 years of experience
in the energy industry. Art was employed by Chevron for 25 years, where his
positions included Division Geologist and New Trends Team Leader. He is also
1Psesideng; andy Ghigf ofjExploration for Hydrate Energy International. Art has
servedyon the Methane Hydrate Advisory Committee for the U.S. Secretary of
Energy since 2001, chairing the committee from 2001 to 2006. He has advised




http://www.no-les.org

Congress and the White House on energy issues since 1997. Art is President of the New Orleans Geologi-
cal Society. He is also an Adjunct Research Professor at Tulane University, an AAPG Visiting Geoscientist,
and serves on the boards of several non-profit organizations. Among his numerous recent publications are
two books, “Economic Geology of Natural Gas Hydrates” published by Springer, and “Alternative Energy
and Fuels Technology”, published by the Catalyst Group.

Rethinking Biofuels

The use of biofuels, especially ethanol, has been held out as a solution to America’s energy needs and as a
way to address carbon emissions as a factor in global climate change. Yet, there are serious problems with
the current approaches to biofuels. Most of the ethanol currently produced in the U.S. is derived from

corn. The process used is energy intensive so there is no real gain in addressing energy needs. In addition,
corn-based ethanol production competes with food and has led to higher consumer prices. Further, most of
the energy used in the current ethanol process is derived from petroleum, and the carbon dioxide emis-
sions will likely increase further as plans move forward to increase the use of coal in ethanol facilities.

A fundamental flaw for corn-based ethanol is that it is inherently wasteful, as only the kernels of corn are
used, not the plant’s cellulose or lignocellulose. Production economics are only met by tax credits and sale
of co-products. Current methods of producing ethanol from sugar have similar problems. Cellulosic ethanol
is being developed to utilize more of the total biomass; however the processes currently being developed
require expensive enzymes and have other problems, including the likelihood that the biomass for the proc-
ess will require the use of genetically modified plants which are a potential environmental hazard. Underly-
ing all of these issues is the fact that ethanol contains only 66% of the energy content of gasoline.

Texas A&M has developed a significantly better process that utilizes a natural approach to biomass conver-
sion. The “MixAlco” process utilizes a broad range of organic feedstocks, with significantly lower energy
input, to produce ethanol and other industrial chemicals. Included in the output is a mixed alcohol for fuel
use that has an energy content closer to that of gasoline. The implementation of this technology by Gulf
States BioFuels will have a profound impact on Louisiana’s industrial, agricultural, and tax base.

November Speaker Recap

"SELA”, Southeast Louisiana Urban Flood Control Project, is a federally funded flood protection pro-
gram administered and managed by the ACOE. Funding initiated with the devastation occurring in the St
Tammany, Orleans and Jefferson parishes following the intense rain storm in May of 1995. Initially federal
funding required a 25% participation by the parishes but following the storms of 2005 there was increased
funding with full participation by the federal government. Hundreds of millions of dollars have funded impor-
tant projects in Orleans and Jefferson, projects either completed or still underway. St. Tammany was not a
participant in the program until 2006 and hence has not brought a project to construction stage. The issues
faced by the ACOE in accomplishing this program, in an urban setting, were of particular interest.

Angela Desoto Duncan's 28 year experience with the ACOE and as a participant in SELA since 1996 en-
abled her to provide us a broad view of what was and will be accomplished under the program assuming a
$1.3 Billion funding level sponsored by the President is realized.

The LES wishes to apologize to our members and to our Speaker, Angela Desoto Duncan, PE, for the bois-
terous conduct and noise at Smilie’s restaurant in the adjacent room during her presentation.

Frank P. Gallagher, Ill, PE, CIH, First VP, LES, New Orleans Chapter




The LES Is Looking for a Volunteer for the Technical Evaluation Committee for Jefferson Parish. You must be a PE
and license must be current. If you would like to reinstate your license, contact LAPELS. Consider volunteering as
this committee does not take a lot of your time and can be a rewarding experience. We have not had a representa-
tive on this committee for two years, and the work of the TEC is important. Please contact a Board Member if you
would like to serve on this committee.

Corporate and Individual Sponsors are needed to help fund scholarships for advanced engineering students in their
sophomore or junior year. We also need your consideration to help with our MATHCOUNTS Program which will
be February 23, 2008. We can accommodate your request to volunteer and / or sponsor the entire Program.
MATHCOUNTS is a program for éth, 7th, and 8th grade students to increase enthusiasm and enhance achievement in
mathematics. Donations to the NO-LES are tax deductable. For more information on MATHCOUNTS, see
their web at http://www.mathcounts.org .

Send your donation to Bodin Hugger, Secretary, 66 Chateau Rothchild Drive, Kenner, LA 70065, and indicate if
your would like to direct your donation to Math Counts or to our Engineering Scholarship Program. If you don’t indi-
cate a preference, we will direct it to the program with the most need and acknowledge your donation.

Upcoming Eventsfi see our web page at http://www.no-les.org

Please support our advertisers, as they provide the support for our newsletter and web.

Jan Schexnayder
Sales Representative
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