
Words from Our President  

John Lawrence,   P.E.  

Volunteerism 

 

When you talk to someone about volunteering one 

of the first things they say is  òIõm too busy. ò  I 

know everyone is busy but most people can find time 

to do more.  It might mean a little less TV, staying up 

late some nights or completing other chores a little 

faster to have a little more time to volunteer. 

 

I am an active member in four different organizations 

spending up to 40 hours a month between them.  I am also the leader of three 

of the organizations.  How do I do it?  Well it is tough sometimes requiring 

late nights but I do not do it alone.  I have a tremendous amount of help.  My 

fellow elected officers, board members and general members in each organiza-

tion provide me with support and without them I can not do it. 

 

So where am I going with this?  Please ask yourself the following.   

What have you done for LES lately?   

What organizations have you donated time to? 

We are professionals and it is relatively easy to donate money to a cause but 

to donate time is divine and the rewards are priceless.  You cannot measure 

how it feels to see a smile on a childõs face, to get a true heartfelt thank you 

than you get from someone, to save a life or to help someone. 

 

Please contact someone on the New Orleans Chapter board and volunteer.  

We need you! 

Remember to visit our web page at:   no-les.org 
 

John C. Lawrence, P.E. 

President New Orleans Chapter, LES 

(504) 599-5255 
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The Scholarship Fund  

Needs you!   

 

¶ Did you know your dona-

tion to the 50 / 50 raffle 

will aid an advanced Engi-

neering Student? 

¶ Tickets are 7 for $5 or  

$1 each at  the door.   

¶ See Bodin Hugger, P.E. to 

donate! 

¶ You can run, but cannot 

hide  ñ  he will find 

youé......... 

 

 

 

John Lawrence, P.E. 

President NOLES  2007ñ2009 

October 10, 2007 

Louisiana Engineering Society  
New Orleans Chapter  

 

http://www.no -les.org  
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Contact Bill Collins, Editor 

504 400-6472 



Join Us for Dinner at Cannonõs On Saint Charles Avenue 

Get Involved!  The LES 

Needs Your Support!! 

Reservations must be 

made by noon Monday 

October 15, 2007 

Call Pam at Mahl & 

Associates 733-8050 or 

E-mail reservations to  

pjwilliams@mahlengr.co
m  

 

After the deadline 

accommodations cannot 

be guaranteed. 
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Wednesday,  October 17,  2007 

Cannonõs Restaurant 

4141 St Charles Ave, New Orleans, LA 

Speaker : Suzanne Villar 

Contemporary Hiring Issues for Engineering Firms . 
 

 6:30pm  Social    

 7:00pm  Dinner & Salads 

 8:00pm  Speaker 

 9:00pm  Adjourn 

 

Dinner includes your choice of 

House salad 
 

Entrée 

BBQ CHICKEN 

Grilled boneless breast of chicken topped 

 with hickory sauce served with baked potato 

 

PASTA GARAUD 

Fresh penne pasta with shrimp and crawfish 

 in our spicy, creamy garlic sauce 

 

DESSERT 

Turtle Cheesecake may be substituted for Appetizers 
 

$30 per person with reservations 

 

After the deadline accommodations cannot be guaranteed. 
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Congratulations to  

Keith Gonzales, P.E., 

for winning our 50/50 

raffle.  Many thanks 

Keith for donating 

your winnings to the 

scholarship fund! 

Page 2 http://www.no-les.org 



Suzanne Villar presents:  Contemporary Hiring Issues for Engineering Firms .   

 

Suzanne put herself through college as a small business owner providing cartographic 

services to the Oil & Gas, Environmental and Engineering Consulting industries.  She holds 

a Bachelor's degree from UNO and began recruiting in1991.   As a recruiter,  Suzanne has 

spent 11 years as a Third-Party engineering recruiter helping local, regional,  and global 

firms identify and hire engineers,  scientists,  and health & safety professionals.   In addition, 

she has spent 5 years as a corporate recruiter with both regional and national 

responsibilities,  placing engineering,  industrial distribution,  and sales professionals around 

the country.   Suzanne currently serves as a Regional Engineering Recruiter for URS 

Corporation providing infrastructure and environmental staffing assistance to mid and 

senior level managers in 5 southern states. 

Highlights of our September Meeting  

 Thomas F. Gardner, P.E., Attorney at Law,  our featured speaker.  

How to Avoid Engineering Malpractice Claims by Following the Rules of Ethics 
 

Liability is defined by judicial and professional standards of conduct and subject to inter-

pretation while ethics is a subject of regulatory nature.  In Louisiana the regulation of appli-

cation is 2507.  We are required to disclose all known and potential conflicts of interest 

and must promptly inform one's employer or client.  Our compensation in any form must 

be limited to one party on a particular project unless there is a record of full disclosure 

and consent.   The ambition to accept gratuities from or give partiality to a vendor servic-

ing your project is prohibited by 2507.   Where there is a recognized potential for such 

situations that could diminish a professional service being rendered there is a requirement 

to provide clients with disclosure.   
 

Tom provided us several test questions that can be used to check ourselves ethically to 

avoid relationships, outside influences and responsibility conflicts.  Finally addressing our 

possible role as a litigation expert,  Tom addressed the conflicts associated with switching 

sides and providing design services to both a plaintiff (owner) and the defendant.  The pres-

entation was well enjoyed by our attendants and set our 2007-2008 program year off on 

an excellent footing. 

 

Frank P. Gallagher, III, P.E., CIH 

President Elect (1st Vice President) 

Page 3 http://www.no-les.org 



Weõre on the Web 
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