
Words from Our President  

John Lawrence,   P.E. 

State LES Board Nominations  

Many of you have received your ballots for LES state officers.  

However, a grave injustice has been done to our engineering 

society not just this year but for many years past.  The cur-

rent state board of directors, myself included, has propa-

gated òthe clickó.  If you are not part of òthe clickó you can-

not become a state officer.  Do not try to volunteer or to 

show any interest in serving at the state level as you have no 

chance of getting on the ballot if you do not subscribe to the 

òprogressionó.  The constitution and by-laws do not 

mention anything about a òprogressionó.  Several years 

ago one of our own hardworking loyal members was 

rejected as a candidate by the nominating committee because he did not follow 
the òprogressionó.  
  

Do we have elections? Normally no!! We just have the current board of direc-

tors hand picking their successor from a tightly knit group.  The only time we 

have a real election is when someone has enough determination to get on the 

ballot by petition.   
 

After Katrina, the state board felt it necessary to change the constitution and by-

laws of the state society to make it even more difficult to get someone on the 

ballot by petition.  Before the change you needed 25 signatures to get on the 

state ballot and now you need 5% of the voting members: approximately 60 

members to get on the ballot.  Ironically it only takes 50 voting members to sign 

a petition to get a constitution / by-law change sent out to the membership for a 

vote. 
 

The New Orleans Chapter and I have proposed to reverse the by-law changes 

made several years ago and to make it even easier to get someone on the ballot.  

The changes were presented at the April 4th state board meeting with a call for a 

board vote on May 5th,. After a lengthy discussion the bureaucrats took over and 

passed the proposed changes to the by-laws committee and the results of the 

committee are to be presented at the annual meeting in June.  I made a motion 

the board request quick action from the by-laws committee, but it failed. 
 

What do I need you to do?  

(Continued on page 3) 
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Corporate and individual donations accepted for scholarships.  Details page 4.  
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SB501 is a bill sponsored 

by Senator Crowe, senate 

district 1, includes St Ber-

nard, Plaquemines and 

parts of Jefferson parishes. 

It is scheduled for Com-

mittee on 4/9/08. It would 

allow the use of engineer  

and engineering in adver-

tising by NON engineers. 

The LES Opposes this.  

It is sponsored by a firm 

already cited by LAPELS. 

Please show your op-

position to this bill.  

www.no-les.org for de-

tails and email form.  

http://www.no-les.org/SB501.htm


Join Us for Dinner at Cannonõs Restaurant, 4141 St Charles Ave, New Orleans, LA 

After the deadline April 14th, reservation 

cannot be guaranteed.  1 PDH  

 

Click your menu selection and add your name 

so we may have an accurate count, Or call  

Pam, Mahl and Associates, 504 733 -8050  

Wednesday April 16, 2008  
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The Huey P. Long Bridge Widening Project  

March 2008 Meeting Speaker,  

Megan Legaux, Louisiana Timed Managers  
 

Megan, a spokes person for the One Billion Dollar project, 

covered the history of the bridge in her initiation of the 

presentation. The Huey P. Long Bridge opened to vehicle 

traffic in 1935. The NO Public Belt Railroad owns com-

bined railroad and highway bridge, which is one of three 

Mississippi River crossing systems in the New Orleans 

metropolitan area. This is the longest elevated railroad 

bridge in the United States. The project will be completed 

in 2013. The bridge will remain open to all scheduled rail 

traffic and there will be vehicle lane closures with very lim-

ited complete closure to traffic. 
 

The project has four phases all awarded and in stages of 

planning or execution: 

1. An $83 million contract to widen and solidify the main 

support piers. 

2. Rail modifications, $12 million. 

6:30 PM Social 

7:00 PM Dinner & Salads 

8:00 PM Speaker 

9:00 PM Adjourn 

Dinner includes house salad and choice of:  
BBQ Chicken - Grilled boneless breast 
of chicken                    topped  with 
hickory sauce served with baked potato 

Pasta Girard  -  Fresh penne pasta with 
shrimp and crawfish in our spicy, creamy 
garlic sauce       

Turtle Cheesecake  is our Dessert 
$35  per person with Reservations.   

April  2008 Featured Speaker:  Craig Dooley, PE  

Going To Mars!  
 

Craig Dooley, PE is a founding member of the Mars Society and a Senior Process Engineer at Lockheed 

Martin in New Orleans working metal finishing, precision cleaning, and CO2 dry ice blasting on the External 

Tank for the Space Shuttle.  Craig will present information based upon the book, Case for Mars, by Dr. 

Robert Zubrin.  The Mars Society has over 7200 members internationally has been featured on the Discov-

ery Channel and the History Channel. For more information about the Mars Society, go to  

http://www.marssociety.org. 

3. Widening the main bridge by extending the four existing lanes, adding two more lanes, and adding a com-

bined 10 feet (two and eight feet left to right) of shoulder space on either direction of traffic, at $453 million. 

4.   Preparing new bridge approaches, $350 million 
 

An interesting feature of the project is the installation of strain gauges to monitor stress in the existing struc-

ture as it accepts members associated with the truss widening. Each gauge will be monitored remotely and 

evolve into a continuing feature of the bridge inspection system. There is a lot of information available on the 

project on the web site: www.hueypbridge.com, and an animation of how the project comes together on U-

Tube. There is an outreach office in the Yenni building, Suite 311. 

Frank Gallagher 

mailto:pjwilliams@mahlengr.com?subject=BBQ%20CHICKEN%20%20%20April%202008%20%20LES%20Meeting%20Cannon's%20Restaurant
mailto:pjwilliams@mahlengr.com?subject=PASTA%20GIRAUD%20%20%20April%202008%20%20LES%20Meeting%20Cannon's%20Restaurant
http://www.marssociety.org/portal
http://www.hueypbridge.com/
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1. Call your local chapter presidents and ask them to push for the by-law changes so that they can be sent to 

the membership for a vote. 

2. Call the state president Scotty Baudoin at 337-234-7474 and ask him to support the changes. 

3. Call all the other state elected board members and ask them to support the change. 

a. 1st VP    Alan D. Krouse   (225) 376-7716 

b. 2nd VP    Michael Bares    (318) 484-4151 

c. Secretary  Treasurer  Susan Richard,   (337) 232-5182 

d. NSPE Representative John J. Plaisance,   (985) 632-5596 

e. Director    Gregory G. Danielson, Jr.  (504) 779-0084 

f. Director   John L. Lowery,   (337)4 39-6333 

g. Director    David E. Kunz    (318) 221-8312 

h. Director    Jason Thornhil,   (318) 387-2710 

On your current state ballot, use the write-in area for your ballots. 
 

Elections for New Orleans Chapter officers will be held on May 21, 2008 at our regular meeting.   I encour-

age everyone to attend. The nominees are:    (Elected Board Members serve for one year) 

President     Keith Gonzales 

1st Vice President (President Elect)  Frank Gallagher 

2nd Vice President    Kevin Leblanc 

Secretary Treasurer    Greg Domingue 

Director (2 positions)    Travis St Pierre   &   Charlie Ford 

 

Volunteer Now!  There are still positions as chairs for standing committees. 
 

Errata: Last month I stated that Tulane had terminated its engineering program.  I learned Tulane still does 

have a Biomedical Engineering program as well as a Chemical Engineering program.  We recognize these pro-

grams and hope Tulane will consider re-establishing their Engineering Degree Programs in Civil, Mechanical 

and Electrical Engineering.   New Orleans needs these disciplines and The New Orleans Chapter of The Lou-

isiana Engineering Society would support Tulane in continuing their long standing tradition of supplying local 

Engineers from a school so well respected. 

 

John C. Lawrence, P.E. 

President New Orleans Chapter, LES 

2007ñ2008    

(Continued from page 1) 
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JM Drake, PE, submits legislation for Levee Board Nominating Committee guidelines.  Please 

see the information on our web   http://www.no-les.org/legislation/SB501.htm 

http://www.les-state.org/JESC.htm
http://www.no-les.org/legislation/SB501.htm
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Each year NOLES  attempts to fund two $500 scholarships for advanced Engineer-

ing Students who wil be entering their Junior or Senior college year.  Funding 

sources are donations to our 50/50 raffle each meeting, and by Individual and Cor-

porate donations to our fund.  For the LES year beginning August 2007, we have 

had NO Individual or Corporate donations. As Professional Engineers or as a Cor-

poration, we can help further our Profession with a donation of $500 or more. 

With your support, we could fund a meaningful amount above $500, and possibly 

additional scholarships. Mail your donations to Bodin Hugger, P.E. - Secretary 

NOLES, 66 Chateau Rothchild Dr., Kenner, LA.  70065.  Thanks for your support.  
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