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Words from Our President
John Lawrence, PE.

| was pretty hard on the State LES Board of Directors las
month in addressing issues of concern to our chapter. | ¢
pleased to say the State Board Executive Committee trav
eled to New Orleans to discuss the issues with members
our chapter on May & Our discussions centered on the
need for new approaches to keep the business of the sta
board and their committees open to involvement by mem
bers. Other discussions included the 2005law change
which requires 5% of the voting membership, (instead of
members), to sign a petition to have a candidate placed
on the ballot who was not sanctioned by the State
Boardés nominating ¢ ommi ReYdeat¥oLES 2007Z008
Elect) indicated that next year (beginning August 2007) the board would im
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John Lawrence, P.E.
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their procedures to allow more participation by members, however, the band Forensic Engineering
2r

i

was reluctant to change policies on the presentation of candidates to the m
bers for election. The 5% signature requirement is prohibitive to a chapter
fering an alternative to single candidate elections and it serves no purpose
tering candidates for their background, quality, or experience. The New Or
chapter also reminded the state board members present that the 2005 lette
lot on the change from 25 signature requirementibytarge did not reach the
New Orleans chapter membership because of the cessation of US Postal S
vices in our region after Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.
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The current state board, as with past boards, continues to discourage real glec-
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tions at the state level. The Hgaws committee is continuing to review the
changes proposed by the New Orleans Chapter and plans to present their fjn
ings at the June state board meeting.

The New Orleans Chapter Board is in the process of circulating a petition tg
have these changes sent to the membership for a vote. We need to get at I¢:
50 voting members to sign the petition, and the New Orleans Board asks thpa
you sign the petitionEor a review of the petitiorandsignatory submittal, click
here.

Here is a summary of the changes we are proposing:

1. Define who is qualified to run for an elected state office as anyone who
served full terms as a Chapter President and as a Chapter Vice President,

q

m

o

This space reserved for Compani(La
or Individuals who contribute $50
or more to support our Scholar-
ship Fund. Our Board will presen
5 scholarships of $1,000 each to
advanced Engineering Students i
their Junior or Senior year. Your
donations are tax deductable and
have the added benefit of fosterin|
our profession.

[

We know there is a line at your
front door looking for donations.
You have worked hard to have
your success. Give an advanced
Engineering student a chance to
prove themselves. Your donation|
to our Scholarship fund will give
four budding professionals a boos

(Continued on pagg

BYLAWS PETITION

Corporate and individual donations accepted for scholarships.
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Join Us for Dinnerat Smi | i e 0 s, 5R6 deffessanHayn Jefferson, LA 70123

Charles E. Prewitt, P.E., Forensic Engineering After the deadline of Noon, May 19th,

- . : .|| reservation cannot be guaranteed. 1 PDH
Mr. Prewitt is President of Denson Engineers and Pringj - your menu selection and add your

pal Mechanical Engineer, and is responsible for overgll .- 112 <o we may have an accurate count
management of a muldiiscipline engineering firm provigko - -5/l pam Williams, at Mahl and ’
ing design and forensic engineering servidess recog- || Asqociates, 504 733-8050

nized by several Federal and State Courts as an expert in [le-

chanical Engineering and Accident Reconstruction. His topjc
will be Forensic Engineering.

Wednesday, May 21, 2008
6:30 PM Social
X 7.nEO’O PM - nII!)inrqllenr & %akads Mar s6
8:00 PM Speal?er

Craig, a long time advocate of manned travel to the 9:00 PM Adjourn

planet Mars and the president of the Louisiana Mars $p¢hinner includes house salad and choice lof:

ety, provided us an informative briefing on the possibul g (Click your choice to confirm)
of resurrecting plans for coordinated unmanned logis atfish Smilie

and manned travel missions to Mars utilizing a new lin :
of Aires rockets fueled with Methane and Oxygen. Al-|| Chicken St. Charles
though both Bush Administrations have been strong d4d-12 0z Rib Eye

vocates of the Martian mlEisdaPlaahdhrintSdudeDedshit "
budget there remains congressional opposition which| ot rea ! u auceDessért
late does not permit planning a manned Martian miss|qn $35 per person with Reservations

with public funding. Craig makes a good point when he notes that without long term goals the human imagi-
nation to think and plan is stymied.

April Meeting Speaker: Craig Dooley, PE,
NOLES Meeting Presentat:i

UJ

There are inspired scientists, engineers and others who are planning and performing research around the

world. A | ot of which i s ¢ oA@asedad MarShe optimunhptanetafg o b e r
configuration involves an opposition launch with Earth and Mars on opposite sides of the Sun. This ¢onfigu-
ration makes optimum use of the Sun@mthiptotherradf u g
planet.
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A coordination of logistical and manned missions would involve manufacturing and storing fuel starting
three years prior to the manned mission, providing for a backup vehicle, energy and food stuff feday$00
stay on the planet. A base of operations, fuel production, and supplies would be established to allow{|con-
tinuing missions.

The human desire to explore in order to expand knowledge and understanding of the universe will eyentu-
ally lead to travel to Mars. This was a well prepared briefing which all enjoyed.

The meal at Cannons was lousy but in the balance with this presentation and comradeship, the evening wa:
a big success. Thanks to William Wetta, PE, who after winning tig05@ffle, donated his winnings backl
to the scholarship fund.

Frank Gallagher, First VP
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Jon Khachaturian, P.E. Gives Sunken Platforms A Lift
(excerpted with permission fromPE Magazine, April 2008,

Jon Khachaturian, PE, displays a great sense of humility when he speaks of his achievements of starting his
business in 1981 at age 26. The founder of Versabar, an Engineering Firm specializing in heavy lifting soluti
based in Belle Chasdeouisiana, has become wktiown within the oil industry. Following the hurricanes
Katrina and Rita his unique invention, a dual b a

lifted sunken offshore oil platforms from the bottom of the Gulf Coast in waters as deep as 400 feet in|re-
cord speeds and with a little less financial burden to owners.

Khachaturian, a NSPE member, views engineering as an important field on which civilization depends to de-
liver viable infrastructure. After graduating with a degree in Civil Engineering, he was lured to New Orleans
to start his career at a firm that designed viers
ate a one use bar and improved it to make a multi use spreader bar at a cheaper cost, and partnered \with
Dick Piner to start Versabar. Since that time, Versabar has completed over 30,000 projects on six conti-
nents. It has offices in Houston and New Orleans with 300 employees, of which 60 are engineers, including
12 licensed engineers.

—

Ten years ago he toyed with building a lifting system similar to the Bottom Feeder. Several clients requested
he help resolve their sunken platform issues after the Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. Trial and error, which he
compares to the solving of a crossword puzzle, revisiting the issue until it is solved, lead to a first con¢cept
Bottom Feeder and official use in 14 months. According to the Versabar web site, the Bottom Feeder
brought four topsides to the surface in just |18
platform removals have taken place and the firm will stay busy from April through October.

Khachaturian, who was named EngneednhdgRedrbis aMeady svaria k e r
ing on his next invention, Versabouy, an offshore floating structure with multiple articulated buoys to help

depl oy | arge floating structures. 0This is an e
ity, 6 he says. 0ltds amazing what you come up||l wi
at http://www.versabar.com/

(Continued from pagd) Presidentds Report

attended 60% of the state board meetings while Chapter President, and has been a member in good [standir
for the last 4 years.
2. Define the nominating committeeds purpose: I N
guirements to be placed on the ballot for a State election.
3. Require 25 signatures for a member to be placed on the ballot by petition, then verifying their credentials.

A copy of the proposed bylaw changasda petition signature sheés$ available on our web page. Pleas
print the petition, sign it, and return a completed scanned copy to m@aitrence@cmaaccess.camfax it

to 504-599-5239.

(U

The New Orleans Chapter believes that these changes will result in a positive outlook for the society gnsur-
ing we have qualified, dedicated, members running for office.

John C. Lawrence, P.E.
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Our Board authorized five $1,000 Scholarships to be awarded to advanced Engi-
neering Students who are entering their Junior or Senior college year. Donations
to our 50/50 raffle each meeting, and by Individual and Corporate donations make
this possible. Its been two years since we have had a corporation or an individual
make a donation to enhance our profession. A donation of $500 or more to help
fund our scholarships would be greatly appreciated and will receive special men-
tion and those funding a full scholarship of $1,000 will receive free advertizing for
the next year and special treatment on our web site. Donations to Bodin Hugger,
P.E. - Secretary NOLES, 66 Chateau Rothchild Drive, Kenner, LA. 70065.

Thanks to our advertisers as they provide the support for our newsletter and web . ‘
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