
Words from Our President  

John Lawrence,   P.E. 

At our MATHCOUNTS competition this past weekend I 

entered a conversation about New Orleans and engineers.  

I got to thinking about the people I have worked with these 

last 18 years and realized most engineers working in New 

Orleans have attended LSU, UNO, Univ. of Louisiana, or 

Tulane.  They are also home grown, born and raised here in 

the New Orleans area.                 . 
 

Tulane has closed its engineering school, and right now post 

Katrina enrollment at UNO is down.  Our local schools 

cannot supply all of the engineers New Orleans needs. We 

do get a significant number of engineers from LSU, and it is 

the flagship engineering school in the state.  However the Engineering College 

at UNO also needs to be a premier first class engineering school in                .                  

New Orleans.                               .  
       . 

The rivalry between the governing board and UNO is ongoing. UNO lacks 

proper financing and cooperation from the state to ensure a quality  

engineering school.  The NO-LES would like to òadoptó UNO Engineering 

School as a  partner.  Together, we plan raising their standing with the govern-

ing board, through professional guidance and support, help find investment 

sources and research funding.                                    .  
 

Reminder: Nominations for officers are due to the board by March 19, 2008. 

Elections will be held on May 21, 2008 at our regular meeting.   I encourage 

everyone to attend.  Elected members of the board are:                                 . 
 

¶ President 

¶ 1st Vice President (President Elect) 

¶ 2nd Vice President 

¶ Secretary Treasurer 

¶ Director (2 positions) 

All elected board members serve for one year. 
 

Volunteer Now! Your efforts as volunteers make these monthly networking 

sessions, presentations earning PDH credit, and dissemination of information 

about our profession and our society possible.  Please consider volunteering! 

The LES needs you, and your time. 
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 John Lawrence, P.E. 

President NOLES   

March 10, 2008 

50/50 Raffle is a great way 

to donate to the scholar-

ship fund at the meeting!  

Tickets are $1 each or  7 

for $5.  

 

Louisiana Engineering Society  
New Orleans Chapter  

 

http://www.no -les.org  

Editor, Publisher & Web: Bill Collins, Edgewood Enterprises, bill4fun@bellsouth.net 

The NOLES thanks George 

Mahl and Pam Williams 

from Mahl and Associates 

for their support.            . 
 

We also thank Shell Oil 

Company and Mike Coyne, 

for the generous support to 

allow Mike to travel from 

out of state to speak at our 

February meeting.      .   
    . 

Bill Collins, Editor 

http://www.les-state.org/JESC.htm


Join Us for Dinner at Smilieõs Restaurant, Jefferson, LA 

 

Call Pam at  

Mahl & Associates  

504 733-8050 or  

E-mail reservations to  

pjwilliams@mahlengr.com   
 

After the deadline of 

March 17th, 

accommodations 

cannot be guaranteed.  
 

1 PDH  

Wednesday March 19, 2008 
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Major Oil & Gas Producers Rallied to Bring Back Production after 2005 Storms   
 

Recap: February Meeting Speaker Michael Coyne, PE, Shell Oil Company  
 

An aerial photograph of Gulf of Mexico Louisiana and Texas coastlines reveals the extent of oil and gas pro-

duction. Platforms, rigs, hubs and other surface equipment pepper this region. Not seen in the aerial photo-

graphs are the  complex network of pipelines that transport oil and gas from the wells to hubs and on to 

the refineries and storage tanks on shore. The storms of 2005 certainly caused serious damage to the sur-

face equipment and gave a tremendous challenge to the producers but it was the pipeline damage that re-

quired the most ingenuity to resolve and the cooperation of the producers.                                               .  
 

Line breaks, bends, movements, crossings, and burials under sediments of up to 20-inch lines, at depths up 

to 2,700 feet had to be repaired or replaced without environmental consequences. This required divers, 

remotely operated vehicles, and lift boats. Engineering staffs from Shell, BP, Chevron and others stayed in 
communication, holding frequent telephone conferences and cooperating on systematic approaches to un-

tangling pipelines and repairing lines used in common by different companies. 
 

Today Shell and the other producers have returned to full oil and gas production certainly due in large to 

the hard work and ingenuity of their off shore engineering departments and their crews.                             . 
 

Frank P. Gallagher, III, PE, CIH   

6:30 PM Social 

7:00 PM Dinner & Salads  

8:00 PM Speaker 

9:00 PM Adjourn  

Dinner includes house salad and choice of: (choose one)  

    Beef Tournedos 

           Catfish Smilie 

                   Chicken Florentine 

$30  per person with Reservations.   

March 2008 Featured Speaker:  Meghan Legaux,  

òThe Huey P Long Bridge Widening Projectó 
 
Meghan Legaux is the spokesperson for the $1 billion Huey P. Long Bridge Widening Project. Meghan han-

dles all the community outreach, media relations and special events for the project. She is a graduate of LSU 

and a lifelong Louisiana resident. Meghan also volunteers with the Boy Scouts of America and Boys & Girls 

Clubs.    
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MATHCOUNTS 2007 was held at UNO on Feb. 23, 2008.  There were 6 teams comprised of 48 students 

that participated from the New Orleans area.  (See our web http://www.no-les.org for pictures). The schools 

are listed below along with the winners from each school: 
 

Abramson School of Science and Technology ð Darrin Reimoneng 

Boyet Junior High ð Joshua Xu 

Haynes Academy for Advance Studies ð Sahil Patel 

Lake Castle New Orleans ðDarcy Guo 

Lake Castle ð Madisonville ð Andrew Mullet 

Lake Castle ð Slidell ð Sean Smith 
 

The top 3 individuals were: 

1st Place ð Sean Smith ð Lake Castle Slidell 

2nd Place ð Darcy Guo ð Lake Castle New Orleans 

3rd Place ð Christian Nguyen ð Lake Castle New Orleans 
 

The top 3 teams, which move onto the state competition in March are: 

1st Place ð Lake Castle New Orleans 

2nd Place ð Lake Castle Madisonville 

3rd Place ð Boyet Junior High 
  

Sean Smith the top individual, who attends Lake Castle, Slidell, will also be attending the state competition. 
 

Congratulations to all of these students and to all of the participants. 
 

MATHCOUNTS ( http://www.mathcounts.org ) would not be possible without the dedicated help of many 

volunteers and support from the community.  A big thank you to the following volunteers and sponsors: 
 

University of New Orleans, Lockheed Martin ð Linda Leavitt Bell, Netsy Wheeler and their co-workers,  

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers ð Angela Duncan and her co-workers, Louisiana Engineering Society members, 

SAME, USMC, WANOLES, Tau Beta Pi, Mahl & Associates, Mr. Jack Groh - R.J. Tricon Co., ASCE, IMC  

Consulting Engineers, Freeport-McMoran Foundation, Wink and Associates, Linfield, Hunter and Junius,  

Denson Engineers, American Sugar Refinery Ci, RJ Tricon Co., TF&B Oil Company. 

ASME -  The New Orleans Section of ASME is sponsoring a Short Course -  Project Management for Engi-

neers on Saturday April 5, 2008 , from 10AM to 2:30 PM.  The presentation will be in the Southern Regional 

Research Center ARS, USDA - Main Conference Room, located at 1100 Robert E. Lee Blvd., New Orleans, 

LA. 70124.  The ASME member cost is $100, and the non-member cost is $175. and will earn 4 PDH 

awarded.  Walk-Inõs not allowed on day of presentation.  Reservation checks should be made payable to 

ASMEñNew Orleans Section, and forwarded along with the Registration Form to ASMEñNew Orleans 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Section, 44 Flamingo Street, New Orleans, La 70124.  Must be postmarked by March 27, 2008.  See our web 

site for further details.  The course focuses on the fundamentals necessary to understand, manage and com-

municate in the Project Management environment.  The course will be useful to anyone who plans, executes, 

participates, or monitors projects.  Questions - George Gabb, 504 909-3186  and tell him  NOLES sent you.  

Each year  NOLES  attempts to fund two $500 scholarships for advanced Engineering Students.  

Funding sources are donations to our 50/50 raffle each meeting, and by corporate donations to 

our fund.  For the LES year beginning August 2007, we have had NO corporate donations. Your 

company can help further our Profession with a donation of $500 or more. With your support, we 

could fund a meaningful amount. Mail your donations to Bodin Hugger, P.E. - Secretary NOLES, 

66 Chateau Rothchild Drive, Kenner, LA.  70065  
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