
Words from Our President  

John Lawrence,   P.E. 

February 2008 
 

Every engineer knows that math is a key component to 

engineering.  I guess it is what we do.  February is host 

to Engineers week and is also the time for our regional 

MATHCOUNTS competition.  This is a math competi-

tion for 6th, 7th and 8th graders and it is exciting to see 

these students eagerly try to solve interesting math 

problems.  The Math Counts competition will be held at 

UNO on Saturday February 23 beginning at 8am.  Please 

volunteer by calling Becky Johnson at 985-377-1038, 

Bodin Hugger at 461-0577 or myself at 599-5255. 
 

Reminder: Nominations for officers are due to the board by March 19, 2008 

and  elections are held on May 21, 2008 at our regular meeting.    I 

encourage everyone to attend.  Elected members of the board are: 

¶ President 

¶ 1st Vice President (President Elect) 

¶ 2nd Vice President 

¶ Secretary Treasurer 

Director (2 positions) 

All elected board members serve for one year. 

Volunteer Now! 
 

Finally, I would like to thank Becky Johnson for all of her hard work to make 

our MATHCOUNTS competition happen. 
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50/50 Raffle is a great way to 

donate to the scholarship 

fund at the meeting!  Tickets 

are $1 each or  7 for $5.  

Advertising Sponsors 4 

Frank P. Gallagher, III, P.E., Honored by the LES  

with the LEO M. ODOM AWARD FOR SERVICES 

TO THE PROFESSION  
 

Frank Gallagherõs 40-year career includes the integration of 

environmental engineering, natural resource protection, envi-

ronmental impact analysis, industrial hygiene, environmental 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Join Us for Dinner at UNO Alumni Center,  New Orleans, Louisiana  

 

Call Pam at  

Mahl & Associates  

504 733-8050 or 

E-mail reservations to  

pjwilliams@mahlengr.com  
 

After the deadline 

accommodations cannot 

be guaranteed. 
 

1 PDH 

Wednesday February 20, 2008 

UNO Alumni Center 

University of New Orleans 

6:30pm  Social   7:00pm  Dinner & Salads 

8:00pm  Speaker 9:00pm   Adjourn 
 

Dinner includes: 

Taste of New Orleans Buffet  

Dessert - Bread Pudding 

 

$30 per person with reservations 

 

John Lummis, P.E., 

Thanks for your gen-

erous donation of 

your $75 raffle win-

nings to be returned 

b a c k  t o  t h e 

scholarship fund.   
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LES Meetings  
 

2008 Schedule 

Feb  20   UNO 

Feb  23   MATHCOUNTS   

Mar 19   Donôs Seafood 

Apr 16   Cannonôs 

 

 

January Speaker Recap -  

Norma Jean Mattei, P.E., Ph.D., M.ASCE  
 

Dr. Matteiõs engineering ethics presentation this year was from a new perspec-

tive, addressing the requirement to understand bias, that which clouds our de-

cision making. Engineering as a profession is a marriage of science and business; 

hence the practice naturally adopted codes of ethics to assure that the 

òbusinessó aspect does not dominate our decision making. 
 

Dr. Mattei pointed out studies that show the public generally views the engi-

neering profession well with regard to professional conduct. This is in part due 

to state PE boards such as LAPELS which has rules for professional conduct 

codified in the Louisiana Administrative Code which gives LAPELS the enforce-

ment authority. 
 

All professional engineers are required to examine and factor in their and or-

ganizational bias when making professional decisions. Pride, communication bar-

riers, favoritism, inertia, and denial were among the examples of bias that Dr. 

Mattei offered for our consideration.  
 

With this background in place Dr. Mattei reviewed the findings of the recent 

Independent Professional Engineering Team (IPET) which reviewed the ethical 

responsibility of engineers in designing, constructing, maintaining, and recover-

ing the New Orleans area levee system finding shortcomings that may have 

prevented the disaster. 
(Continued on page 3) 

Wouldnõt it be great if 

the NO-LES could fund a 

$5,000 scholarship this 

year for Advanced Engi-

neering Students.  If we 

fold our money, we may 

make two.  HELP!!! 



Dr. Matteiõs presentation is always a drawing card and this meeting was no exception with 34 attendees.  

My wife, a retired school librarian, especially enjoyed it.  

 
 

Frank P. Gallagher, III, P.E., CIH 

First Vice President  
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Featured SpeakerñFebruary 20, 2008  UNO Alumni Center,  New Orleans, LA 
 

Michael Coyne,  P.E., Shell Oil Company  
 

Mike has worked for Shell Oil Company for 28 years.  He has worked mainly for the Distribution organiza-

tion on both the construction and operations sides of the pipeline business.  Mike has also had two assign-

ments in the E&P business with Shell.  He has an undergraduate degree from the University of Virginia in 

Mechanical Engineering and a graduate degree from the University of New Orleans also in Mechanical Engi-

neering.  His current assignment is Projects Manager for the Offshore group in the Engineering Department 

in Shell Pipe Line where he supervises a group of 12 people working on an assortment of pipeline related 

projects in the Gulf of Mexico.   

  

Mike will be speaking to us on Shell Pipe Line Company's Hurricane Response and Remediation for the Ivan-

Katrina-Rita events.     

Frank P. Gallagher, continued  
 

hygiene, indoor air quality and civil/construction engineering.  
  

Frank has been with URS providing consulting services in the public sector since July 1993. Prior to that 

Frank retired as a Colonel from the U.S. Air Force as a Bioenvironmental Engineer.  He performed air 
field, industrial and medical facility evaluations for occupational exposures to various noise, asbestos, lead 

contamination and to potentially toxic metallic, inorganic and organic environments. Frank also performed 

operational disaster preparedness planning, training and evaluations during his 26 year military career. 
 

Frank has been active in promoting the engineering profession during his career. He was active member of 

the Student Chapter of the American Society of Civil Engineering at the University of Southwestern Louisi-

ana.  During his military career he served two terms as president of Society of Military Engineers, Panama 

City Chapter.  Annually he addresses engineering as a profession to seniors at his New Orleans alma  

mater, De La Salle High School. 
 

 

He has served the Louisiana Engineering Society in many capacities; has twice been president of the New 

Orleans Chapter and currently is First Vice President.  At a state level he chaired the LES Centennial Cele-

bration in 1998 requiring two years of planning.  Also, for the state board he chaired the planning for the 

Joint Professional Societies meeting in 1999 and again in 2002, while also serving as a speaker and session 

chair. Frank is the President Elect of the Louisiana Engineering Society, New Orleans Chapter and holds 
(Continued on page 4) 
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Please support our advertisers as they provide the support for our newsletter and web. 
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Frank P. Gallagher , continued 

 

the 1999 Waldemar S. Nelson Presidentõs Award from the Louisiana Engineering Society. 
 

Frank has been very active in recovery efforts since the storms of 2005 . He has assisted clients; and as a vol-
unteer with the specifications for and testing associated with bio-remediation of mold contamination in pub-

lic buildings and residences.  Frank is currently employed by URS in the Metairie office.  

 

Frank and his wife, the former Eileen Blanchard, reside in Jefferson, Louisiana.  They have three daughters 

and four grand children.  


