
Words from Our President  

Keith Gonzales,   P.E.  

Welcome back!  

In so many ways, the summer vacation season has ended 
and we are all buckling down at school, work, and all of 
those extra-curricular activities.  As if all of that was not 
enough, Hurricane Gustav chased us all out of Southeast Lou-
isiana.  Some evacuations were scarily remindful of Hurri-
cane Katrina, others evacuated for the first time ever!  With 
Hurricane Gustav now behind us, I want to again say 
Ψ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ .ŀŎƪΩΦ  Most of us in the New Orleans Metro 
area were spared the horrible predictions of weather-
men and many emergency agencies.  ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ 
go far West to find tragedy in the lives of our fellow Louisianans.  Those affected 
by this and any other tragedy are in our thoughts and prayers.   

Remember your fellow man.  Offer help to relatives, neighbors or even volun-
teer.  Our lives seem busy and hectic, but remember how badly we needed it 
back during Katrina. Giving back can be a rewarding experience. 

This year will be an exciting year for the New Orleans Chapter of the Louisiana 
Engineering Society.  We have pulled together several timely and interesting top-
ics for our general meetings. To start, we have Captain Lincoln Stroh USCG, who 
will be talking to us about the Oil Spill on the Mississippi River.  We welcome you 
to  join us in kicking off our new year on September 17.  

Golf Anyone?  LES ς New Orleans Chapter is hosting our 1st Annual golf tourna-
ment at Bayou Barriere to raise money for scholarships.  There will be lots of 
prizes and fun.  Breakfast and lunch are included with the modest registration 
fee.  Whether you are a serious golfer or someone like me who needs a scramble 
to play legitimately, a great time will be had by all.  Registration forms must be 
received by Friday, September 19, 2008.   See you on the Links!. 

This year is starting out exciting and we hope to keep it that way.  Again, Wel-
come Back and I look forward to seeing you at our upcoming events. 

Sincerely, 

 
Keith Gonzales, P.E. 
President ς LES New Orleans Chapter 
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Corporate and individual donations accepted for scholarships.   Armand Bennett won $53 in the 50/50  

Louisiana Engineering Society  
New Orleans Chapter  
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Thanks to our Golf Sponsors 

all proceeds to our Scholarship Fund 
 

Double Platinum Sponsors 

Versabar 
 

Platinum Sponsors 

Point Eight Power 

The Reynolds Company 

URS - Process & Energy Group 

Scott Armature, LLC. 

Waldemar S Nelson 
 

Silver Sponsors 

Rene Alonzo 
 

Longest Drive Sponsor 

Tyco Flow Control 
 

Gift Donations 

Point Eight Power 

Versabar 

Panduit 

Tyco Flow Control 

URS - Process & Energy Group 

Nu-Lite 
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Join Us for Dinner at Donõs Seafood Hut, 4801 Veterans Blvd, Metairie, La. 70006 

After the deadline of Noon, September 

15th, reservation cannot be guaranteed.  

1 PDH  

Click your menu selection and add your 

name so we may have an accurate count, 

Or  call Pam Williams,  at  Mahl and 

Associates, 504 733-8050  
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Captain Lincoln Stroh assumed command of Sector New 

Orleans on June 1, 2007 having served prior as Deputy 

Sector Commander at Sector Corpus Christi, Texas.  He  

has served at four Marine Safety Offices during his career 

including MSO Portland, Oregon and MSO Jacksonville, 

Florida and has commanded two MSOs, Huntington, 

West Virginia and Corpus Christi, Texas.       
 

Early in his Coast Guard career, Captain Stroh served on 

the Coast Guardõs High Endurance Cutter BOUTWELL 

as an Engineering Watch Officer and Deck Watch Offi-
cer.  He then served at the Icebreaker Support Facility, 

providing engineering support for the Coast Guardõs po-

lar icebreakers.    
 

As a staff officer, Captain Stroh served at the Coast 

Guardõs Marine Safety Center where he was the lead Na-

val Architect in response to the EXXON VALDEZ sal-

vage.  He also served as the Coordination Staff Chief for 

the Assistant Commandant for Marine Safety, Security 

and Environmental Protection at Coast Guard Headquar-

ters where he was a member of the Vice Commandantõs 

Council of Commanders.   
   

A 1983 graduate of the United States Coast Guard Acad-

emy, he earned a Bachelor of Science Degree in Marine 

Engineering with High Honors, and two Master of Sci-

ence Degrees from the Massachusetts Institute of Tech-

nology in 1988; one in Naval Architecture and the other 

in Polymers.  Captain Stroh also attended The Brookings 

Institution as a Federal Executive Fellow in 2003.    

6:30 PM Social 

7:00 PM Dinner & Salads 

8:00 PM Speaker 

9:00 PM Adjourn 

Dinner includes Cup of Seafood Gumbo, 

Dinner Salad with House Dressing, and 

Your choice of any one Entrée :  

  (Click your choice to confirm) 
 
Broiled or Fried Catfish Fillet 
Cajun Catfish 
Fried Shrimp 
Crabmeat Au Gratin 
Crawfish Etouffee 
Grilled Marinated Chicken Breast 
 
Choice of soft drink, coffee and tea.  
Bread Pudding for dessert. 

$25  per LES Member w / Reservations, $30 
at the door, and the same for non members. 

Captain Strohõs personal decorations include the Meritorious Service Medal (3 awards), Coast Guard Com-

mendation Medal (2 awards), the 9-11 Medal, and the Coast Guard Achievement Medal (3 awards).  The 

Captain is a registered Professional Engineer in the State of Oregon.  

 

A native of St. Helens, Oregon, Captain Stroh is married to the former Tracy Ann Jackson of Edmonds, 

Washington.  They have three children; Jessica, Glenn and Allison. 

Captain Lincoln Stroh, USCG            

DM932 Oil Spill 

(Mississippi River Oil Spill August 2008)  

Wednesday,  September 17, 2008  

Register for the 1st Annual Golf Tournament. 

Team Forms due September 19, 2008 

http://donsseafoodmetairie.com/
http://www.no-les.org
mailto:pjwilliams@mahlengr.com?subject=BROILED%20Catfish%20Fillet
mailto:pjwilliams@mahlengr.com?subject=FRIED%20Catfish%20Fillet
mailto:pjwilliams@mahlengr.com?subject=Cajun%20Catfish
mailto:pjwilliams@mahlengr.com?subject=Fried%20Shrimp
mailto:pjwilliams@mahlengr.com?subject=Crabmeat%20Au%20Gratin
mailto:pjwilliams@mahlengr.com?subject=Crawfish%20Etouffee
mailto:pjwilliams@mahlengr.com?subject=Grilled%20Marinated%20Chicken%20Breast
http://www.no-les.org/Newsletter/LES%20Golf%20Tourney%202008%20(Registration).pdf
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May 2008 Speaker Recap  -  Charles E. Prewitt, 

PE on "Forensic Engineering"  
 

Chuck and Pat Prewitt honored us by attending our 

dinner meeting on 21 May 08 with Chuck sharing with 

us several insights from his extensive experience in Fo-

rensic Engineering. Chuck, the president of Denson En-

gineering, is a mechanical engineer with expertise in 

accident reconstruction. Participation in forensic engi-

neering is an introduction into the world of attorneys, 

judges, juries and insurance companies. To practice fo-

rensic engineering you would have to be accepted by 

the courts as an expert. This does not mean that a PE 

is necessary but it helps to be credentialed. The chal-

lenge in this practice is clarifying your opinion to non-

engineers. The officers of the courts are looking for 

black and white definition where there is ambiguity and 

risk. Chuck's presentation requested audience partici-

pation and several in attendance had forensic engineer-

ing or related experience leading to interesting ex-
changes particularly addressing the role that LAPELs 

should be playing in assisting the practice of Forensic 

Engineering.    
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You Might be an Engineer If  
�x�� the only jokes you receive are through e -mail.you 

can't write unless the paper has both horizontal 
and vertical lines.  

�x�� you order pizza over the Internet and pay for it 
with your home banking software.  

�x�� a team of you and your co -workers have set out 
to modify the antenna on the radio in your work 
area for better reception.  

�x�� all your sentences begin with "what if."  
�x�� at Christmas, it goes without saying that you'll be 

the one to find the burnt -out bulb in the string.  
�x�� buying flowers for your girlfriend or spending the 

money to upgrade your RAM is a moral dilemma.  
�x�� Dilbert is your hero.  
�x�� everyone else on the Alaskan cruise is on deck 

peering at the scenery and you are still on a per-
sonal tour of the engine room.  

�x�� in college, you thought "Spring Break" was a 
metal fatigue failure.  

�x�� on vacation, you are reading a computer manual 
and turning the pages faster than someone else 
who is reading a John Grisham novel.  

�x�� people groan at the party when you pick out the 
music.  
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